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1
HYBRID SATELLITE POSITIONING
RECEIVER

This is a non-provisional application claiming the benefit
of U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/293,178, filed Jan. 7,
2010.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to a receiver for a Global Navigation
Satellite System (GNSS) and to methods of processing
received satellite signals for such a receiver. It is particularly
relevant to the Global Positioning System (GPS).

2. Description of Related Art

GPS is a satellite-based navigation system consisting of a
network of up to 32 orbiting satellites (called space vehicles,
“SV”) that are in six different orbital planes. 24 satellites are
required by the system design, but more satellites provide
improved coverage. The satellites are constantly moving,
making two complete orbits around the Earth in just less than
24 hours.

The GPS signals transmitted by the satellites are of a form
commonly known as Direct Sequence Spread Spectrum
employing a pseudo-random code which is repeated continu-
ously in a regular manner. The satellites broadcast several
signals with different spreading codes including the Coarse/
Acquisition or C/A code, which is freely available to the
public, and the restricted Precise code, or P-code, usually
reserved for military applications. The C/A codeis a 1,023 bit
long pseudo-random code broadcast with a chipping rate of
1.023 MHgz, repeating every millisecond. Each satellite sends
a distinct C/A code, which allows it to be uniquely identified.

A data message is modulated on top of the C/A code by
each satellite and contains important information such as
detailed orbital parameters of the transmitting satellite (called
ephemeris), information on errors in the satellite’s clock,
status of the satellite (healthy or unhealthy), current date, and
time. This part of the signal is essential to a GPS receiver
determining an accurate position. Each satellite only trans-
mits ephemeris and detailed clock correction parameters for
itself and therefore an unaided GPS receiver must process the
appropriate parts of the data message of each satellite it wants
to use in a position calculation.

The data message also contains the so called almanac,
which comprises less accurate information about all the other
satellites and is updated less frequently. The almanac data
allows a GPS receiver to estimate where each GPS satellite
should be at any time throughout the day so that the receiver
can choose which satellites to search for more efficiently.
Each satellite transmits almanac data showing the orbital
information for every satellite in the system.

A conventional, real-time GPS receiver reads the transmit-
ted data message and saves the ephemeris, almanac and other
data for continual use. This information can also be used to set
(or correct) the clock within the GPS receiver.

To determine position, a GPS receiver compares the time a
signal was transmitted by a satellite with the time it was
received by the GPS receiver. The time difference tells the
GPS receiver how far away that particular satellite is. The
ephemeris for that satellite enables the GPS receiver to accu-
rately determine the position of the satellite. By combining
distance measurements from multiple satellites with the
knowledge of their positions, position can be obtained by
trilateration. With a minimum of three satellites, a GPS
receiver can determine a latitude/longitude position (a 2D
position fix). With four or more satellites, a GPS receiver can
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determine a 3D position which includes latitude, longitude,
and altitude. The information received from the satellites can
also be used to set (or correct) the clock within the GPS
receiver.

By processing the apparent Doppler shifts of the signals
from the satellites, a GPS receiver can also accurately provide
speed and direction of travel (referred to as ‘ground speed’
and ‘ground track’).

A complete data signal from the satellites consists of a
37,500 bit Navigation Message, which takes 12.5 minutes to
send at 50 bps. The data signal is divided into 25 30 s frames,
each having 1500 bits and these are divided into five 6 s
subframes. Each 6 s subframe is divided into ten 30 bit words.
All the information necessary for a position fix (ephemeris
etc) is contained within each frame and so a GPS receiver will
typically take around 30 s to produce a position fix from a
so-called cold start. This is often called “time to first fix”
(TTFF).

The first subframe gives clock correction data, the second
and third subframes give ephemeris data and the almanac data
is in the fourth and fifth subframes.

The SVs all broadcast on the same frequency. In order to
distinguish a signal from a particular satellite, the receiver
needs to generate a replica of the C/A code known to be in use
by that satellite and align it so that it is synchronised with the
incoming signal which will be delayed by an unknown
amount predominantly due to the time of flight of the signal in
travelling from the satellite to the receiver (typically around
0.07 5). In general, it is not possible for a receiver to accurately
predict the alignment necessary to get the replica in sync with
the incoming signal, so some form of search is required, with
anumber of alignments being tried in turn and the best match
being selected. This process of evaluating a number of can-
didate alignments is normally termed correlation as the
receiver implements a correlation function between the
received signal and the known C/A code for each satellite in
turn, to determine if the received signal includes a component
having the C/A code from a particular SV. The correlation
function has to be calculated for multiple relative timings, and
when the correlation peak is found, this corresponds to a
particular timing and a particular SV. The discovered timing
in turn corresponds to a particular distance from the SV.

The search for each satellite C/A code is complicated by
the fact that the apparent frequency of the satellite signal
observed by the receiver will vary. The principal sources of
variation are the Doppler-effect due to the movement of the
satellite; Doppler-effect due to movement of the receiver; and
local-oscillator offset and drift at the receiver. This means that
an exhaustive search for the C/A code requires the evaluation
of the correlation function at a range of phase (temporal)
shifts for each of a range of frequency shifts.

The correlation process is sometimes referred to as
“despreading”, since it removes the spreading code from the
signal. The determined code-phase—that is, the timing of the
peak of the correlation function—reveals the accurate timing
information for use in the distance calculation. However, as
the code is repeated every millisecond, the coarse timing also
needs to be determined. Typically, less frequently repeating
data components are used for the more coarse timing evalu-
ation (i.e. to enable GPS time to be derived), such as the
individual bits of the 50 bps data message and specific parts of
it such as the subframe preamble or subframe handover word.

Together, the code-phase and coarse timing information
comprise a “pseudo-range”, because they identify the time-
of-flight of the message from the satellite. This time-of-flight
is related to the distance travelled, by c, the speed of light.
This is a “pseudo”-range or relative range (rather than a true
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range) because the relative offset between the satellite’s clock
and the receiver’s clock is unknown. However, this offset is
the same for all satellites (since their clocks are synchro-
nized); so, pseudo-ranges for a set of diverse satellites provide
sufficient information for the trilateration calculation to deter-
mine a unique position fix.
The majority of GPS receivers work by processing signals
from the satellites in “real time”, as they are received, report-
ing the position of the device at the current time. Such “con-
ventional” GPS receivers invariably comprise:
an antenna suitable for receiving the GPS signals,
analogue RF circuitry (often called a GPS front end)
designed to amplity, filter, and mix down to an interme-
diate frequency (IF) the desired signals so they can be
passed through an appropriate analogue-to-digital
(A/D) converter at a sample rate normally of the order of
a few MHz,

digital signal processing (DSP) hardware that carries out
the correlation process on the IF data samples generated
by the A/D converter, normally combined with some
form of micro controller that carries out the “higher
level” processing necessary to control the signal pro-
cessing hardware and calculate the desired position
fixes.

The less well known concept of “Store and Process Later”
(also known, and hereinafter referred to, as “Capture and
Process”) has also been investigated. This involves storing the
IF data samples collected by a conventional antenna and
analogue RF circuitry in some form of memory before pro-
cessing them at some later time (seconds, minutes, hours or
even days) and often at some other location, where processing
resources are greater.

This means that a Capture and Process receiver is consid-
erably simpler than a real-time receiver. Only short segments
of samples need to be stored—for example, 100-200 ms
worth of data. There is no longer any need to decode the (very
slow) data message from each SV; no need to perform corre-
lation and determine pseudo-ranges; and no need to execute
the trilateration to calculation to derive a position fix. Accord-
ingly, much of the digital signal processing hardware of the
conventional receiver can be eliminated, reducing complexity
and cost. Power consumption is also significantly reduced,
leading to longer battery life.

Other capture and process receivers have also been pro-
posed which include the DSP hardware necessary for calcu-
lating position fixes. In one mode, such a device receives,
samples and stores GPS signals in a memory, but does not
process them. When switched to a separate mode, the device
ceases receiving signals and instead starts processing those
samples which were stored previously. A device of this kind is
suitable for generating a posthumous track-log, or history of
movements, for example after the user has returned from a
trip.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to an aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a satellite positioning receiver comprising: an RF
front end, for receiving satellite positioning signals; an ana-
logue to digital converter, for sampling the received signals to
generate signal samples; a memory; and a processor, for
processing the signal samples to derive code-phases and
pseudo-ranges and calculate a position fix, the receiver hav-
ing a first mode in which it is operable to process the samples
immediately as they are received, to calculate a position fix
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and a second mode in which it is operable to store the samples
or the code-phases or pseudo-ranges in the memory for later
processing.

This is a hybrid receiver, which combines advantages of a
real-time receiver with those of a capture-and-process
receiver. Unlike known receivers, it offers the benefits of
capture-and-process technology combined with the ability to
also support real-time navigation. The present inventors have
recognised that, contrary to the conventional wisdom, there
are certain applications in which it is advantageous for a
single receiver to behave as either a capture and process
receiver or as a real-time receiver, depending upon the cir-
cumstances. For example, in a capture-and-process track-log
device of the type sometimes used in outdoor recreation, it
may be very useful to calculate a “live” position fix in an
emergency. Conversely, for a real-time receiver, it may be
useful to function in capture-and-process mode tempo-
rarily—for example, for a period soon after start-up, before
real-time positioning functions have been initialised.

The first mode may be selected in response to connection of
the receiver to an external power supply.

This provides a hybrid receiver that produces position fixes
in real-time when connected to an external power source
(such as a car battery), but which stores samples (or code-
phase or pseudo-range measurements) when running on
internal battery power. The stored samples or intermediate
measurements are suitable for retrospective calculation of
position fix if and when desired. This allows the device to
function in a first, high-power, real-time navigation mode
when connected to a plentiful energy supply but to operate in
a second, low-power, off-line track-log mode when running
on its own battery. Battery life is extended by automatic
switching between these modes.

Alternatively, the second mode may correspond to a
standby condition—when real-time navigation functions are
not required and the device is intended to be consuming
minimal power.

According to some embodiments, there is provided a sat-
ellite positioning receiver comprising: an RF front end, for
receiving satellite positioning signals; an analogue to digital
converter, for sampling the received signals to generate signal
samples; a memory; and a processor adapted to: determine
whether satellite trajectory information of sufficient quality is
available at the receiver; if the trajectory information is avail-
able, process the samples to calculate a position fix; and if the
trajectory information is unavailable, store the samples in the
memory for later processing.

When satellite trajectory information of the required qual-
ity is available, the device can function in a first mode, like a
normal real-time receiver, reporting instantaneous position.
However, this is augmented by the ability to store signal
samples in a memory, in a second mode, when inadequate
trajectory information is available.

The present inventors have recognised a drawback of
known, real-time satellite positioning receivers, in that these
are unable to begin measuring the device’s position until after
the ephemeris in each satellite’s data message has been
received and decoded. This leads to a long TTFF, particularly
after a cold-start. It would be useful, in many practical appli-
cations, to be able to provide a record of the device position
before the satellite trajectory information becomes available
(even if the actual position fixes cannot be reported until
afterward). The solution is to temporarily switch to a mode in
which the received samples are buffered. In particular, this is
based on the recognition that satellite trajectory information
such as ephemeris and almanac data is valid over a moderate
period, not only after the information has been transmitted by
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each satellite, but also for a period before transmission. This
is counter-intuitive, but it allows extrapolation the satellite’s
trajectory into the past, in a reversal of the process normally
used by a real-time receiver to predict satellite position in the
future.

The two modes (real-time and buffered) are not necessarily
mutually exclusive: it may sometimes be advantageous to
buffer the samples in addition to processing them. For
example, if sparse or low accuracy satellite trajectory is avail-
able, the samples can be processed immediately (to produce
an approximate position), while also being stored in a
memory in case more accurate or complete trajectory infor-
mation becomes available later. Clearly, if the samples are
buffered because no trajectory information whatsoever is
available, then it is not possible to process them immediately.

Note that the satellite trajectory information referred to
may comprise ephemeris or (less accurate) almanac data for
several satellites. The more accurate and complete the trajec-
tory information, the more accurate the resulting position fix
is likely to be. In this context, therefore, the minimum valid
satellite trajectory information is that sufficient to allow at
least a broad estimate of position to be calculated. The par-
ticular criteria for deciding when satellite trajectory informa-
tion are of sufficient quality (that is, completeness and accu-
racy) may be predetermined according to the intended use of
the satellite positioning receiver; or they may vary over time
and/or when a single receiver is used for different purposes.

For example, a position estimate based on current almanac
data will typically be accurate to within several kilometers.
This should be enough to identify the county or nearest city.
Even the ability to identify the state or country can be useful
for some purposes—especially if this initial estimate can be
refined later. In other applications, such vague position esti-
mates may be of little or no value and so the predetermined
threshold level of quality will be correspondingly higher.
Essentially, the receiver is making a decision about whether it
is worthwhile to process the signal samples immediately,
given the quality of the satellite trajectory data available at the
time.

The quality of the satellite trajectory information can also
depend on its age. It should be sufficiently fresh that there is
areasonably low expectation of the trajectory of the satellites
in question having changed significantly between the time to
which the trajectory information relates and the time of cap-
ture of the samples.

The processor may be further adapted to, when satellite
trajectory information of sufficient quality becomes available
after a period of unavailability: retrieve stored samples from
the memory; and process the samples to calculate a position
fix, based on the satellite trajectory information.

This allows the receiver to retrospectively process samples
that were stored when inadequate trajectory data was avail-
able, once sufficiently high-quality trajectory data can be
obtained. The satellite trajectory data may be obtained or
provided by various means: for example, the receiver may
receive and decode a sufficient portion of a satellite data
message to obtain the almanac and/or ephemeris. The
receiver could also be provided with ephemeris via some
other communications channel, such as a terrestrial wireless
transmission. This is sometimes referred to as data-aiding.
Trajectory data downloaded from an external source in this
way may be retrospective—that is, it may correspond to the
actual time at which the samples in question were received.
Historical almanac and ephemeris are available from provid-
ers via the internet, for example.

As an alternative (or in addition) to the retrospective pro-
cessing of stored samples by the receiver, the processor in the
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receiver may be adapted to upload the stored samples to
another device for retrospective processing. In one such
example, the receiver processes the samples in real-time if
live trajectory information of the required quality is available;
but, when such trajectory information is not available at the
time of receiving the satellite signals, the samples are stored
and later processed by the other device. For example, stored
samples may be uploaded to a personal computer (PC) that
has an internet connection. The PC can then download the
relevant trajectory information needed to process the samples
and derive a position fix.

The analogue to digital converter may be operable to
sample the received signals over a predetermined interval to
generate a set of samples of predetermined size; and the
processor may be adapted to process the set of samples
exhaustively to calculate the position fix, before any further
sets of samples are processed.

Traditional real-time receivers operate with a processing
pipeline that allows a limited amount of time to process each
segment of signal samples produced by the RF front-end.
This typically results in only a small part of the search space
(of phase and frequency, for each satellite C/A code) being
tested for each given set of samples. The inventors have
recognised that this wastes energy at the front-end and A/D
converter. When operating in the buffering mode, the present
receiver can operate more efficiently, by applying the full
search to each set of samples, before moving on and request-
ing a further set of samples from the front-end. In this way,
each individual set of samples can be exploited to the same,
maximal extent.

According to other embodiments, there is provided a sat-
ellite positioning receiver comprising: an RF front end, for
receiving satellite positioning signals; an analogue to digital
converter, for sampling the received signals to generate signal
samples; a memory; and a processor adapted to: process the
samples as they are received, to derive code-phase or pseudo-
range data; determine whether satellite trajectory information
of sufficient quality is available at the receiver; if the trajec-
tory information is available, process the code-phase or
pseudo-range data to calculate a position fix; and if the tra-
jectory information is unavailable, store the derived code-
phase or pseudo-range data in the memory for later process-
ing.

In this variant, the receiver processes received samples as
normal for a real-time receiver, to measure code-phases or
pseudo-ranges. (To establish a pseudo-range requires more
processing, because it is necessary to determine the position
in the data message, in addition to the code-phase.) Then,
depending on the availability of satellite trajectory informa-
tion of some specified quality, these measurements are either
stored or processed. The underlying concept is the same as
when choosing to process or store samples, but the processing
pipeline of the receiver is interrupted at a different stage. This
approach has similar advantages to those described above. In
addition, the knowledge of which satellites have yielded
code-phase or pseudo-range measurements can enable amore
informed decision about whether adequate satellite trajectory
information is available (for example, the ephemeris of sat-
ellites not in view will be irrelevant to the decision).

It is likely that the original samples will be discarded after
pseudo ranges have been calculated. However, it is also pos-
sible that the samples are stored in parallel with the derived
pseudo-ranges. If the samples are not being retained, it may
be beneficial to extract other useful intermediate data from the
samples, before they are deleted. For example, the detected
signal strength; observed carrier frequency; or estimates of
reliability or accuracy may be recorded for later use. This data
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can be used to augment the pseudo-range data or to calculate
additional parameters—for example, velocity, based on the
observed pattern of Doppler shifts of the carrier frequency.

If code-phase measurements are stored, they may also
include bit-edge measurements (although this is not essen-
tial). Note that, in practice, code-phase measurements are not
sufficient by themselves to calculate pseudo-ranges, due to
the coarse timing ambiguity. However, they can be aug-
mented by storing information of any kind that is sufficient to
resolve this ambiguity. For example, a real-time clock in the
receiver may generate a time-stamp that is accurate enough to
resolve the ambiguity, once it can be synchronised to the
satellite clock at some time-instant.

The processor is preferably further adapted to, when valid
satellite trajectory information becomes available after a
period of unavailability: retrieve the stored code-phase or
pseudo-range data from the memory; and process it to calcu-
late a position fix, based on the satellite trajectory informa-
tion.

The processor may be adapted to deactivate the RF front
end and/or A/D converter while processing the samples to
derive the code-phase or pseudo-range data.

This enables the power consumption of the device to be
reduced, because energy is not wasted on capturing additional
signal samples before the processing of the previous samples
is complete.

The analogue to digital converter may be operable to
sample the received signals over a predetermined interval to
generate a set of samples of predetermined size; and the
processor may be adapted to process the set of samples
exhaustively to derive the code-phase or pseudo-range data,
before any further sets of samples are processed.

The processor may be further adapted to retrieve and pro-
cess the stored samples or code-phase or pseudo-range data
only when an external power source is detected.

Once samples (or intermediate measurements) have been
stored (rather than processed), it may be desirable to continue
to minimise power consumption until an unrestricted power
supply is available. After storing, the receiver may have
reverted to the normal real-time mode, but the previously
stored data are not processed retrospectively until both valid
trajectory information and a suitable power source are pro-
vided.

The processor is preferably further adapted to store in the
memory a time-stamp associated with the stored samples or
code-phase or pseudo-range data.

An indication of the time instant to which the stored signal
samples or measurements correspond is useful when they are
later processed to calculate a position fix. If a historical record
of satellite trajectory data is available, it is necessary to
choose which data are most relevant to the samples (or code-
phases or pseudo-ranges) in question. Similarly, if the
receiver downloads a single instance of satellite trajectory
data, the time-stamp of capture enables the receiver to deter-
mine which of the stored samples (or intermediate measure-
ments) overlap with the time interval when the trajectory data
was valid.

The processor may be further adapted to: after the samples
or code-phase or pseudo-range data have been processed to
calculate a position fix, store them in the memory; when
improved quality satellite trajectory information becomes
available, retrieve them from the memory; and re-process
them to calculate a revised position fix, based on the improved
satellite trajectory information.

It is counter-intuitive to retain the samples or pseudo-
ranges after a position fix has been calculated. Normally, such
source and intermediate measurements would be discarded
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when a final result (the position fix) is calculated. However,
the hybrid receiver of the invention may retain the stored data
in memory, in the hope that better (or corrected) satellite
trajectory data becomes available at a later time. This may
happen, for example, if a position fix is initially calculated on
the basis of almanac data, or incomplete ephemerides. When
complete ephemerides for a greater number of satellites
become available, the position fix can then be recalculated
more accurately.

Also provided is a method for a satellite positioning
receiver of processing satellite positioning signals received at
the receiver and sampled to generate signal samples, the
method comprising: determining whether valid satellite tra-
jectory information is available at the receiver; if the trajec-
tory information is available, processing the signal samples to
calculate a position fix; and if the trajectory information is
unavailable, storing the signal samples in a memory for later
processing.

Also provided is a related alternative method of processing
satellite positioning signals received at the receiver and
sampled to generate signal samples, the method comprising:
processing the samples to derive code-phase or pseudo-range
data; determining whether valid satellite trajectory informa-
tion is available at the receiver; if the trajectory information is
available, processing the code-phase or pseudo-range data to
calculate a position fix; and if the trajectory information is
unavailable, storing the code-phase or pseudo-range data in a
memory for later processing.

According to another aspect of the invention, there is pro-
vided a computer program comprising computer program
code means adapted to perform all the steps these methods
when said program is run on a computer; and such a computer
program embodied on a computer readable medium.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will now be described by way of example
with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG.1is a block diagram of a satellite positioning receiver
in accordance with an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of a method of processing satellite
positioning signals according to a first embodiment of the
invention; and

FIG. 3 is a flowchart of a related method according to a
second embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 shows a GPS receiver suitable for operating in
accordance with embodiments of the invention. The GPS
receiver 5 comprises an antenna 10 coupled to an RF front-
end 12. The RF front-end 12 includes circuitry for amplifying
GPS signals received via the antenna 10. It also includes
filtering circuits for attenuating out-of-band interference; and
a mixer. The mixer mixes the received signals with the output
of'alocal oscillator 14. After further appropriate filtering, this
yields an intermediate frequency (IF) signal that is input to
analogue to digital converter 16. A/D converter 16 is synchro-
nised to the local oscillator signal. The signal samples gener-
ated by the A/D converter 16 are output to processor 18 for
processing. Note that the analogue circuits of the RF front-
end 12 and the A/D converter 16 may be of conventional
types, such as will be well known to the skilled person.

The processor 18 provides two modes for processing the
signal samples received from the A/D converter 16. In the first
mode, the processor operates to process the samples imme-
diately as the signals are received and sampled. This process-
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ing comprises deriving pseudo-ranges and calculating a posi-
tion fix. This mode is therefore suitable for real-time
navigation, since a live position fix is provided. In the second
mode, the processor is instead operable to store data in a
memory 20 without completing the processing. The data
stored in the memory 20 may comprise the raw samples of I[F
signals provided by the A/D converter 16, or it may comprise
partially processed data, such as pseudo-ranges.

A real-time clock 22 is also provided. This is driven by the
local oscillator 14 and can be used to produce time-stamps
which are associated with the data stored in the memory 20.
This allows later determination of the approximate time at
which the data was stored.

Note that the processor 18 may be implemented as a
bespoke hardware device, such as one or more application
specific integrated circuits (ASICs). Alternatively, the proces-
sor 18 may comprise one or more general purpose processing
units or digital signal processors (DSPs) which have been
suitably programmed. Implementation of either alternative
will be well within the capabilities of those skilled in the art.

According to a first embodiment of the invention, the GPS
receiver 5 implements a method illustrated in the flow chart of
FIG. 2.

The RF front-end receives 210 GPS signals through the
antenna 10. These are filtered and down mixed 220 and then
sampled 230 by the A/D converter 16. Typically, raw IF data
is captured over a period of approximately 200 ms. The vol-
ume of data may be reduced, for example by reducing the
bit-resolution or by decimation in time.

In this embodiment, the mode according to which the
samples are processed is determined by the availability of
satellite trajectory data. In step 240, the processor checks
whether valid satellite trajectory data is available at the
receiver. Here, valid trajectory data refers to almanac or
ephemeris data which could be sufficient to calculate a posi-
tion fix. For example, ephemeris data for three satellites could
be sufficient if all three of the satellites were visible and
pseudo-ranges could be calculated to them. (Of course, at this
stage in the processing, it is generally unknown which satel-
lites will be visible in the captured IF samples.) In order to be
valid, the ephemeris or almanac data must also be reasonably
fresh. For example, ephemeris is usually considered valid for
up to two hours. However, it may still be possible to calculate
a position fix using older ephemeris, to produce an approxi-
mate estimate.

If trajectory information is available, the processor 18 pro-
ceeds to process the IF signal samples in the normal way. This
comprises measuring 250 pseudo-ranges to a plurality of
satellites, by means of a correlation calculation. Using these
pseudo-ranges and the available trajectory information, the
processor then calculates 260 a position fix.

If, on the other hand, trajectory data is not available at the
receiver, the processor stores 270 the set of samples in the
memory 20. This is in contrast to known GPS receivers,
which would discard these samples. According to this
embodiment, the samples are retained in the memory 20
while the processor waits 280 for trajectory data to become
available at the receiver. When such trajectory data is avail-
able, the processor 18 retrieves 290 the samples from the
memory and proceeds to process them 250, 260, as normal.

Valid satellite trajectory data can be provided to the
receiver 5 in a variety of ways. Almanac and ephemeris can be
decoded from the satellite data message, similarly to a con-
ventional real-time receiver. Alternatively, the receiver 5 may
be aided by ephemeris and almanac data delivered over a
separate communications link (not shown). For example, the
data may be obtained from a database server via a wireless
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internet or cellular telephony connection. One advantage of
the present method is the same regardless of how the satellite
trajectory data is provided: it is possible to begin creating a
record of position before the trajectory data has become avail-
able.

The length of time that the receiver will need to wait 280 for
trajectory data will vary. In general, the trajectory data that is
provided will not correspond exactly to the time at which the
samples were stored 270. For this reason, it is preferable to
record a time-stamp associated with the samples, which indi-
cates the approximate time (according to the internal real-
time clock 22) that the samples were received and digitised.
Then, when trajectory data does become available, the orbital
parameters of the satellites can be used to predict the locations
of the constellation of satellites at the relevant time. The
prediction may be forward or backward in time. Having some
awareness of the configuration of the satellite constellation
will help to prioritise the search for the satellite C/A codes in
the correlation process, when measuring pseudo-ranges 250.
In addition, having a rough time estimate for the stored
samples will subsequently allow the precise timings and cor-
responding precise satellite locations to be determined more
efficiently.

In general, when deriving code-phases and pseudo-ranges,
it will be possible to test the full search space on every given
set of samples, because the processing is decoupled from the
rate of generation of new samples by the A/D converter 16.

A method according to a second embodiment of the inven-
tion will now be described, with reference to FIG. 3.

In this embodiment, the steps of receiving 210 GPS sig-
nals; filtering and down-mixing 220; and sampling 230 the IF
signals are performed identically to the first embodiment.
However, the processor of the second embodiment attempts
to measure pseudo-ranges immediately 250a from each arriv-
ing set of samples. The RF front-end 12 and A/D converter 16
can be deactivated while the subsequent processing is per-
formed, in order to reduce power consumption. Since no new
samples are being generated by the A/D converter, an exhaus-
tive search for visible satellites can be performed 2504, with-
out the constraints on latency usually associated with a real-
time GPS processing pipeline. That is, the correlation
function for each satellites C/A code can be evaluated over the
full range of phase shifts and frequency deviations.

By acquiring satellites first (in step 250q), the processor of
the second embodiment will have greater confidence that the
current set of [F signal samples will support the calculation of
a viable position fix. If the measurement of pseudo-ranges
2504 fails, or finds an insufficient number of satellites, then
the RF front-end and A/D converter can be reactivated to
capture fresh signals. Eventually, a sufficient number of sat-
ellites will be acquired and pseudo-ranges successfully cal-
culated.

The processor then checks 240a whether satellite trajec-
tory data is currently available. If so, it calculates a position
fix 260 using the trajectory data and measured pseudo-ranges.
If, on the other hand, valid satellite trajectory data is not
available, the measured pseudo-ranges are stored 275 in the
memory 20. Pseudo-ranges will occupy a smaller volume of
memory than the corresponding raw IF data samples—a
potential advantage of this embodiment over the first.

As in the first embodiment, the receiver waits 280 for
trajectory datato become available. When it does, the pseudo-
ranges are retrieved 295 from the memory and processed 260
to calculate a position fix.

In both of the embodiments described above, the receiver
can continue to operate while waiting 280 for valid almanac
and/or ephemeris information to become available. Thus, IF
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signals can be sampled 230 continuously or periodically and
the signal samples processed according to the flowcharts of
FIG. 2 or FIG. 3. Once valid trajectory information is
obtained, new sets of samples will automatically be processed
in real-time (due to a positive determination in step 240 or
240q). Samples (or pseudo-ranges) that have previously been
stored in memory may also be retrieved 290 (295) and pro-
cessed by the processor; however, this is not essential and
they may instead remain in the memory. This optional
retrieval from memory is indicated by the dashed process
steps in FIGS. 2 and 3. If the data is retained in memory after
trajectory data has become available, it may either be pro-
cessed later by the processor 18 or it may be uploaded from
the receiver to an external device, such as a PC. In this way,
operation more like a known capture and process receiver can
be achieved.

While the invention has been illustrated and described in
detail in the drawings and foregoing description, such illus-
tration and description are to be considered illustrative or
exemplary and not restrictive; the invention is not limited to
the disclosed embodiments.

Notably, in the second embodiment, instead of measuring
and storing full pseudo-ranges, the receiver may store code-
phases. This avoids the additional processing needed to estab-
lish the coarse timing (position in the data message). How-
ever, in this case, supplementary information will be needed
when the code-phases are later processed, to allow the coarse
timing ambiguity to be resolved. Typically, therefore, some
other information will need to be stored along with the code-
phases.

The coarse timing can be determined in a wide variety of
ways, and so the type of data which should be stored to
augment the code-phases can also vary widely. Ultimately,
what is needed is an approximate estimate of the time-instant
to which the code-phase measurement corresponds and some
way to relate this estimate to the satellite clock. This then
enables the position in the data message to be determined.
Approximate times could be determined from an internal
clock of the receiver, provided the relationship between this
clock and the satellite clock can be established accurately
enough to resolve the ambiguity. Thus, in one example, time-
stamps generated by the internal clock can be stored to
supplement measured code-phases. The relationship with the
satellite clock could be established by intermittently storing a
block of signal samples that is long enough to extract satellite
clock information (also with a local time-stamp). Alternative
ways of determining the coarse timing will be apparent to
those skilled in the art. For example, it would be possible to
use a coarse estimate of position (at the time the code-phases
were measured) to extrapolate the coarse timing (because the
timing is uniquely related to the relative positions of the
satellites with respect to the receiver at every time instant). A
coarse position estimate might be available from some exter-
nal source, or could, for example, be calculated from the
observed Doppler shifts of the satellite constellation. In this
way, storing the apparent (observed) satellite broadcast fre-
quencies could also be a suitable supplement for stored code-
phases.

Signal strength measurements are also a natural comple-
ment to stored code-phase or pseudo range information,
because they capture the amplitude of the correlation peak, in
addition to its timing. Low amplitude peaks can be evidence
of cross-talk, false detection, or multi-path effects; and so
signal strength data can be used to validate or prune code-
phase or pseudo range data.

In another variation, if the stored sample or code-phase or
pseudo-range data are uploaded for external processing, it
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may be beneficial to store and upload additional information
relating to the receiver or the data being uploaded. WO 2005/
045458 describes how ancillary information can be output by
a GPS receiver 5 to an external device which will be respon-
sible for processing stored data (samples or intermediate
measurements). This ancillary information can comprise
metadata that enables the external device (such as a PC) to
adapt to the particular characteristics of the receiver 5, or to
the format or other characteristics of the stored data. This is
useful because interoperability can be improved between a
diverse range of receivers and signal processing software.

WO 2008/068704 describes how an identification code
unique to the receiver 5 can be included when stored GPS data
is transferred to an external device. This allows a provider of
GPS signal processing software to ensure that each licensed
copy of the software is only used with a single receiver and is
not copied for use with other receivers.

In a related development, WO 2004/059337 has described
how data output by a GPS receiver 5 can be encrypted, to
ensure that the data is only processed by authorised or com-
patible signal processing software.

As noted already above, one of the most useful pieces of
information to store with the pseudo-ranges or raw IF data
samples is a time-stamp. Time-stamps can be used particu-
larly advantageously if several sets of samples have been
captured and stored (or captured; processed to measure
pseudo-ranges; and the pseudo-ranges stored). For example,
WO 2009/000842 has previously disclosed how the relative
timings of separately captured sets of IF data samples can be
used to boost efficiency when processing all the sets together.

In the method of WO 2009/000842, each set of samples is
initially subjected to quick, coarse processing—for example,
a correlation-function search for satellite C/A codes with a
short integration time. This will detect strong satellite signals
having a relatively high signal-to-noise ration (SNR). The set
of samples with the strongest detected signal is then pro-
cessed in detail—for example, using a longer integration
period to detect weaker satellite signals. When processing of
this set of samples is complete, the processor knows the
location of the receiver at a given time instant, and knows the
precise (satellite clock) time for that instant. The other sets of
samples can then be processed, using the known time and
position as a reference and using the relative difference
between the time-stamps to accurately predict the satellite-
clock times of the other sets. Furthermore, parameters such as
the amount of Doppler shift are likely to change slowly over
time and will therefore typically be correlated among sets of
samples captured over reasonably short time intervals. (Note
that Doppler shift is typically dominated by satellite motion
and receiver LO offset, both of which are slowly varying).
This insight can be used to better prioritise the correlation
search strategy in the frequency dimension as well as phase-
shift.

WO 2009/000842 also discloses how a complete copy of
the data messages transmitted by all satellites can be used to
allow pseudo-ranges and position fixes to be calculated from
captures (sets of samples) of shorter duration than would
otherwise be possible. This technique can be used in a variety
of'ways with the present invention. If the receiver decodes the
data messages in real-time, the record of all data bits decoded
in the recent past could be stored in the memory. This
addresses the situation when sets of samples are stored 270 in
the memory because satellite trajectory information has not
yet been fully downloaded. Once a sufficient number of bits
of the data message have been decoded, and the trajectory
information extracted, it should be possible to retrospectively
and uniquely match the pattern of the short (100-200 ms) set
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of'stored samples against the decoded data message. This will
resolve the timing ambiguity precisely, to allow the pseudo-
range to be determined.

WO 2006/018803 describes one efficient and effective way
of storing time-stamps together with signal samples: a small
portion of the GPS signal samples can simply be over-written
(replaced) in the memory by the time-stamp bits. This not
only avoids the need for separate records of time-stamp but
also ensures accurate synchronisation of the time-stamp
against the received samples. The small missing part of the
captured set of samples does not usually degrade the subse-
quent processing steps.

In other embodiments, the receiver 5 may be an assisted
GPS (A-GPS) receiver, which can obtain almanac; ephem-
eris; or potentially full satellite data-message records from an
assistance server. The server may gather this information
from a fixed GPS receiver or a network of receivers dispersed
around the world. Each of these reference receivers reports
decoded satellite data messages to the central database. Alter-
natively, the aiding data could be gathered dynamically from
a network of mobile GPS receivers. That is, each GPS
receiver would share its own, fragmentary observations of
satellite data messages with the central server. The server
would aggregate these observations to form a complete
record, which could then be accessed by all receivers. As
noted above, communication with a data-aiding server can be
by any convenient means, but will usually be via a wireless
data connection of some kind.

In the first and second embodiments, described above, the
mode is selected based on the availability of valid satellite
trajectory data. In other embodiments, the selection of opera-
tion mode may be based on other indicators. For example, the
receiver 5 may process samples in real-time (the first mode)
when the device is connected to an external power supply.
This means that the energy-intensive processing needed for
live position-calculation is only engaged when an external
power source is present. When the device is running on inter-
nal battery power, it operates in the second mode (storing
samples or pseudo-ranges, without calculating position fixes)
to extend battery life.

In addition, or alternatively, detection of an external power
supply can also be used to trigger the processing of data that
has been stored in the memory (while the device was operat-
ing in the second mode).

The dependence on power source may be combined with
the dependence on availability of trajectory data, because the
latter will be essential, in general, to calculate a position fix.

In still further embodiments, the mode selection can be
determined, in whole or in part, in response to user input. For
example, the receiver 5 may default to real-time operation
(the first mode). However, an “immediate fix”, to record the
current location, can be requested by the user via a suitable
user interface. If such an immediate fix is requested explicitly
at a time when valid trajectory data is unavailable, the device
switches temporarily to the second mode—storing a set of
samples or derived pseudo-ranges so that the requested posi-
tion can be retrospectively calculated later.

Another potentially useful variation of the methods
described is to continue to store data samples (or code-phases
or pseudo-ranges, as appropriate) even after a position fix has
been calculated. That is, the processor both stores the raw
samples (or the intermediate measurements made from them)
in the memory and, concurrently, processes them to estimate
a position. This approach addresses cases where satellite tra-
jectory information is unreliable, incomplete, or is later dis-
covered to have been erroneous. For example, if relatively
stale almanac data is the only trajectory information available
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when the test 240 (or 240q) is evaluated, the device may
nevertheless calculate 260 a position fix based on an approxi-
mate prediction of where the satellites are likely to be, while
also storing the samples 270 (or pseudo-ranges 275). The
resulting position estimate is unlikely to be accurate, but it
may still have some value for the user (particularly if an
estimated margin of error can be indicated). Later, fresh
ephemeris data becomes available. The stored data can be
re-processed in light of the updated, improved quality satel-
lite trajectory information to revise and improve the position
fix.

Nominally stale satellite trajectory data may be enhanced
by using more advanced techniques to extrapolate the orbits
of'the satellites. For example, models of the movement, inter-
action and gravitational influence of celestial bodies (like the
earth, sun and moon) may be used generate better estimates of
satellite trajectory. This can allow ephemeris and almanac
information to be used far outside the normal period of valid-
ity.

Note that the embodiments above have been described with
reference to a super-heterodyne receiver architecture, in
which RF signals are down-mixed to an intermediate fre-
quency. Of course, those skilled in the art will readily appre-
ciate that identical principles apply to a direct conversion
receiver. Indeed, such a receiver can simply be considered to
have an intermediate frequency of zero.

As will be readily apparent, the present invention is not
limited to the calculation of position estimates. Other param-
eters such as velocity may of course be calculated in addition.
For example, it is well known to calculate velocity from the
Doppler shifts of satellite positioning signals, once the posi-
tion of a receiver is known.

In embodiments, in addition to the conventional filtering in
the RF front-end, further filtering of the received GPS signals
may be performed after the signals have been sampled. For
example, US 2008/0240315 describes methods and circuits
for interference suppression. The filtering can be part of the
RF front-end or part of the base-band processing. Digital
filtering of this kind may be adaptive. That is, the sampled
signals may be analysed to determine if interference is
present and, if so, to measure the properties of the interference
(for example, frequency or power). The digital filtering can
then be adapted automatically to cancel or attenuate the inter-
ference optimally. It may be particularly beneficial to perform
filtering at a higher sample rate (as output by the analogue to
digital converter) and then to decimate the filtered signal
samples to a lower rate (or bit-resolution, or both) before
storing or processing them. Ifthe samples are to be stored, this
reduces both the volume of storage and the throughput
demands on the memory interface. If the samples are to be
processed immediately, decimation or resolution reduction
can reduce power consumption and/or complexity of the pro-
cessing hardware. However, by filtering beforehand, the qual-
ity of the resulting reduced-resolution signals is likely to be
greater.

Other variations to the disclosed embodiments can be
understood and effected by those skilled in the art in practic-
ing the claimed invention, from a study of the drawings, the
disclosure, and the appended claims. In the claims, the word
“comprising” does not exclude other elements or steps, and
the indefinite article “a” or “an” does not exclude a plurality.
A single processor or other unit may fulfil the functions of
several items recited in the claims. The mere fact that certain
measures are recited in mutually different dependent claims
does not indicate that a combination of these measured cannot
be used to advantage. A computer program may be stored/
distributed on a suitable medium, such as an optical storage
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medium or a solid-state medium supplied together with or as
part of other hardware, but may also be distributed in other
forms, such as via the Internet or other wired or wireless
telecommunication systems. Any reference signs in the
claims should not be construed as limiting the scope.

The invention claimed is:

1. A satellite positioning receiver comprising:

an RF front end, for receiving satellite positioning signals;

an analogue to digital converter, for sampling the received

signals to generate signal samples;

a memory; and

a processor, for processing the signal samples to derive

code-phases and pseudo-ranges and to calculate a posi-
tion fix,

the processor having a first mode in which it is operable to

process the samples as they are generated, to calculate
the position fix and

a second mode in which it is operable to store the samples

or the code-phases or pseudo-ranges in the memory for
later processing,

wherein the processor is adapted to:

determine whether satellite trajectory information of pre-

determined quality is available at the receiver;

if such trajectory information is available, select the first

mode, wherein the signal samples are processed to cal-
culate a position fix; and

if such trajectory information is unavailable, select the

second mode, wherein the samples are stored in the
memory for later processing.

2. A satellite positioning receiver according to claim 1,
wherein the first mode is selected in response to connection of
the receiver to an external power supply.

3. The satellite positioning receiver of claim 1, wherein the
processor is further adapted to, when satellite trajectory infor-
mation of predetermined quality becomes available after a
period of unavailability:

retrieve from the memory the samples that were previously

stored when the second mode was selected; and
process the samples to calculate a position fix, based on the
satellite trajectory information.

4. The satellite positioning receiver of claim 1, wherein:

the analogue to digital converter is operable to sample the

received signals over a predetermined interval to gener-
ate a set of samples of predetermined size; and

the processor is adapted to process the set of samples

exhaustively to calculate the position fix, before any
further sets of samples are processed.

5. A satellite positioning receiver comprising:

an RF front end, for receiving satellite positioning signals;

an analogue to digital converter, for sampling the received

signals to generate signal samples;

a memory; and

a processor, for processing the signal samples to derive

code-phases and pseudo ranges and to calculate a posi-
tion fix,

the processor having a first mode in which it is operable to

process the samples as they are generated, to calculate
the position fix and
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a second mode in which it is operable to store the code-
phases or pseudo-ranges in the memory for later pro-
cessing,

wherein the processor is adapted to:

process the samples as they are generated, to derive code-
phase or pseudo-range data;

determine whether satellite trajectory information of pre-
determined quality is available at the receiver;

if such trajectory information is available, select the first
mode, wherein the code-phase or pseudo-range data is
further processed to calculate a position fix; and

if such trajectory information is unavailable, select the
second mode wherein the derived code-phase or pseudo-
range data are stored in the memory for later processing.

6. The satellite positioning receiver of claim 5, wherein the
processor is further adapted to, when satellite trajectory infor-
mation of predetermined quality becomes available after a
period of unavailability:

retrieve from the memory the code-phase or pseudo-range
data that were previously stored when the second mode
was selected; and

process the code-phase or pseudo-range data to calculate a
position fix, based on the satellite trajectory information.

7. The satellite positioning receiver of claim 5, wherein the
processor is adapted to deactivate the RF front-end and/or
analogue to digital converter while processing the samples to
derive the code-phase or pseudo-range data.

8. The satellite positioning receiver of claim 5, wherein:

the analogue to digital converter is operable to sample the
received signals over a predetermined interval to gener-
ate a set of samples of predetermined size; and

the processor is adapted to process the set of samples
exhaustively to derive the code-phase or pseudo-range
data, before any further sets of samples are processed.

9. The satellite positioning receiver of claim 2 or claim 4,
wherein the processor is further adapted to retrieve from the
memory and process the stored samples or code-phase or
pseudo-range data only when an external power source is
detected.

10. The satellite positioning receiver of claim 1 or claim 3,
wherein the processor is further adapted to, in the second
mode, store in the memory a time-stamp associated with the
stored samples or code-phase or pseudo-range data.

11. The satellite positioning receiver of claim 1 or claim 3,
wherein the processor is further adapted to:

after samples or code-phase or pseudo-range data have
been processed to calculate a position fix, store them in
the memory;

when satellite trajectory information of better quality
becomes available, retrieve the stored samples or code-
phase or pseudo-range data from the memory; and

re-process the stored samples or code-phase or pseudo-
range data to calculate a revised position fix, based on
the better quality satellite trajectory information.
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